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Staff Team

Rev Ruth Fry (01962 882 828) ruth.fry@methodist.org.uk
(day off Friday)

Jane Padley (023 8026 6180) cfmc_jane@hotmail.co.uk
Pastoral Assistant (day off Monday)

Shaun Fletcher (07979 504 714) Property Manager 

Keith Cole Caretaker

Ellie Carter (07708 501 191) ellie@cfmethodist.church
Youth Worker (day off Monday)

Katrina Neale (023 8026 0128) katrina@cfmethodist.church
Church Administration

Room Bookings (023 8026 0128) bookings@cfmethodist.church

Marilyn Pack (01794 512 022) weradmin@renpack.co.uk
 Circuit Administrator

We have accounts on the following social media channels (you can just 
search for Chandler’s Ford Methodist Church):

Facebook - @ChFordMethodist
Twitter - @ChFordMethodist

Instagram - @Chandlers_ford_methodist

We post different things on each so if you use any of the above, please 
“like” or “follow” as appropriate and most importantly then “share” or 
“retweet”  our  posts  so  we  can  reach  others  and  increase  our  online 
congregation.
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From our Minister
Rev Ruth Fry

Dear friends,

I  write as  we approach Easter  and as I  prepare to embark on my first 
sabbatical. I plan to take some time to visit friends and family, train as a 
Godly Play leader, go on a retreat and read. In my absence, however, there 
will still be plenty happening at CFMC. The Leadership Team will be busy 
applying for grants and doing all that is necessary in making sure we fulfil 
our mission as a church.

Last month I outlined to you some of the detail regarding our plans for the 
property.  I  want  to  take  the  opportunity  now to  remind you of  the  5 
priority areas agreed by the Church Council and which form part of our  
mission plan.

CFMC Mission Statement:

Our purpose is to worship God and helped by the Holy Spirit,
to care for those in need

and share the love of Jesus
with all in the community around us.

We will do this by:

 Providing  a  variety  of  opportunities  for  worship  which  nurture 
those at all stages of their faith development.

 Further developing our ministry to families, children, and youth.

 Facilitating the growth in discipleship and spiritual awareness of 
church members.

 Developing more of an active Christian presence in the Dovetail 
Café and building on existing relationships with community groups 
regularly using the church premises.

 Embracing ‘Action for Hope’ by working towards achieving an  A 
Rocha silver Eco Church award.
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I wish you all a joyful and hope filled Easter, and look forward to telling 
you all about my sabbatical adventures on my return to work in July. Do 
please  continue  to  support  your  hard  working  and  dedicated  Church 
Leadership Team in my absence, both in your prayers and with gratitude 
for everything they do on behalf of us all.

Every blessing,

Silent Retreat Taster Day
Margaret Smithson

Saturday 20th May at the Wisdom Centre, Romsey

People often feel called to silence in response to God. Silence may also 
help those who feel over busy, or have recently experienced change. A 
silent retreat is a good opportunity to press the pause button in the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life, and to reflect on changing circumstances in 
our lives.  Above all else it gives us the opportunity to connect with God.

This day will  offer meditation and silence, and an opportunity to speak 
with a prayer guide if this is something that you would like to do.

The  day  will  run  from 9.30  am to  4  pm.  A  suggested  offering  of  £33 
includes all materials, refreshments and lunch. For more details, and to 
book  a  place,  contact  the  Wisdom  Centre  –  01974  830  206  – 
reception@wisdomhouseromsey.co.uk

Sunday Morning Coffee Rota
APRIL
2nd Breakfast team
9th Merryman team
16th Bailey/Curtis team
23rd Bring a Thought Group
30th Oakmount Group

MAY
7th Breakfast Team
14th Good News Group
21st Bronsdon team
28th Merryman team
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Services
APRIL

Sunday 2nd 9.30 am Breakfast Church – Ellie Carter
11 am Sunday Worship – Rev Tim Searle

3rd – 5th 8 pm Holy Week Meditation in the Church

Thursday 6th 7 pm Maundy Thursday Supper and Communion
– Rev Ruth Fry

Friday 7th 10.30 am Good Friday Service – Rev Ruth Fry

Sunday 9th 9 am Easter Prayers in the Church – Barbara Hillier
(see page 7)
11 am Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion
– Rev Ruth Fry

Thursday 13th 10.30 am Midweek Service – Sandra Timms

Sunday 16th 11 am Sunday Worship – led by the Dovetail Group

6.30 pm Evening Service with Holy Communion
– Rev Bob Kitching

Thursday 20th 10.30 am Midweek Service – Rev Peter Rayson

Sunday 23rd 11 am Sunday Worship with Holy Communion
– Rev Dr Howard Mellor

Thursday 27th 10.30 am Midweek Service – Pam Madders

Sunday 30th 11 am Sunday Worship – Rev Peter Rayson

MAY

Thursday 4th 10.30 am Midweek Service – Peter Castle

Sunday 7th 9.30 am Breakfast Church – Elllie Carter
11 am Sunday Worship – Dr John Evans

Some Services can be joined on Zoom (see weekly email for details)
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Diary
APRIL

Sunday 9th 9.30 am Easter Breakfast in the Dovetail Centre
(see page 7)

Thursday 20th 12.30 pm Ukrainian Festival Concert (see page 9)

2.30 pm Good News Group in Meeting Room 1
Hilary Evans – Christians in Mexico

Friday 21st 1.30 pm Dovetail Group in Meeting Room 1
Lent Study – The Search for Peace

Saturday 22nd 9.30 am Who Let The Dads Out? (see page 13)

Tuesday 25th 7 pm Men’s Supper Club in the Dovetail Centre
Open Evening – Bring a guest
“So far, So Good” – Malcolm Wells MBE

Wednesday 26th Deadline for the May edition of The Link

MAY

Monday 1st 12 noon – 4.30 pm Fryern Funtasia (see page 9)

Every Tuesday 2.30 pm Women’s Fellowship (see page 11)

Every Wednesday 1.45 pm Dovetots in the Church Hall

Every Friday 3.30 pm Kids Club in the Dovetail Centre

For  activities  for  Children and Young People,  see the  CFMC Youth and 
Children’s  Work Facebook  page.  For  Boys’  and  Girls’  Brigades,  adult 
activities and The Link see our website: http://cfmethodist.church/.

Dovetail Café Monday to Friday 9.30 am until 12 noon
Saturday 10 am until 12 noon
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Message Board

The next edition of The Link will be for May. Send items by 
Wednesday 26th April to:
Richard Wright (023 8026 7099) richardwright@outlook.com.

Do you feel able to take on the role of a Worship Steward? An important 
role to prepare the Church for Services, liaise with the Minister and, most 
importantly,  providing  a  warm  welcome  to  everyone.  There  is  a  team 
working together on a rota, you will not be on duty every Service. Please 
chat with any Steward to find out more of this role. We would like names 
to Ruth (before her Sabbatical) or to Leadership Team Stewards: Barbara 
Lowe,  Diane Pugh or  Barbara  Ackroyd –  to  bring  to  the  AGM in  May. 
Please pray for people to serve in this role.

Vera  and  Bill  Mercer wish  to  thank  everyone  for  their  prayers  and 
message of support during his recent illness and recovery at home.

Easter Breakfast – Join the Easter morning celebration from 9.30 am for 
breakfast  baps  (bacon,  sausage,  egg  and  vegan/  gluten  free  options) 
yoghurt  and  fruit,  hot  cross  buns.  All  are  welcome,  but  to  help  with 
catering,  please  sign  the  sign  up  in  the  Linkway  or  let  Chris  or  Sara 
Goodhead know you are coming.

As we have done for several years, there will be a cross outside the Church 
to be decorated with fresh flowers on Easter morning. Please bring them 
with you on the morning (we hope it doesn’t rain). There will be a bucket 
near the front of the Linkway in case you are unable to make it on the day.

Caroline Husain is looking for people to help with the  refreshments for 
Synod on Saturday 22nd April. She plans to have 3 teams – one from 9.30 
am until 12 noon, another from 12.30 pm until 2.45 pm and a third from 
2.45 pm until 4.45 pm. We are also looking for lots of cakes on the day 
(Ministers  like  cake!).  Please  contact  Caroline  (023  8025  3863 
caroline.husain@outlook.com) if you are able to help in any way.
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Chair Memorial Plaques – John Bronsdon will soon be placing an order for 
memorial plaques to be attached to Church chairs.  If you would like to 
have  one  fitted  in  memory  of  a  loved  one,  or  would  like  further 
information please contact him.

Weekly Offering Envelopes will be ordered soon.  If you no longer wish to 
receive these envelopes, or would like to start using the envelopes weekly, 
please let me know – Doreen Sansome (023 8026 8713).

Big  Birthday  celebrations. Along  with  several  others,  Anne  Heath  is 
celebrating a big birthday this year (you may also be doing so – please let 
her know). She thought it would be lovely to hold a tea on a Saturday in 
August, so we can include Church Family friends. The date for your diary is 
Saturday 12th August. More details will follow in due course.

Christian Aid Week – Big-ish Brekkie
Sara Goodhead

Save the date! As part of our Fundraising for Christian Aid Week this year, 
there will be a Big-ish Brekkie on Saturday 13th May in the Dovetail Café. 
There will be breakfast baps, special beans on toast and pastries. Put the 
date in the diary!

This  Christian Aid Week (14-20th May), there is a focus on the stories of 
Esther  and Jen,  and their  families  in  Malawi.  Determined women who 
want to make their children’s dreams come true. Strong women who will 
work and hope to achieve great things. Esther grows some truly special 
pigeon  peas  on  her  farm.  With  these  peas,  Esther  can  bake  delicious 
bread, support her daughter’s dreams, and send little Nespo to nursery. 
It’s a joy to give her grandson a happy future, full of love and laughter.

To find out more and watch videos of their stories visit the Christian Aid 
week website:
 https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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Fryern Funtasia – Bank Holiday Monday
Caroline Husain

The Church is holding its annual plant sale again at the Fryern Funtasia on 
Bank Holiday Monday 1st May from 12 noon to 4.30 pm.

We are also doing the refreshments at the Funtasia again, so we will be 
needing cakes – but we would prefer to have them fresh on the day before 
if possible. We will also need lots of helpers and servers on the day, so 
please see me if you can help in any way. It’s a great event and fun to be 
there!

A Ukrainian Festival Concert
at the Hospital of St Cross

The Hospital of St Cross is proud to present a Festival Concert celebrating 
the rich artistic culture of Ukraine to be given by our wonderful Ukrainian 
Community  living  in  Winchester.  There  will  be  singers,  dancers  and 
instrumentalists,  dressed  in  their  colourful  National  Costume  who  will 
entertain  us.  Our  beautiful  Chapel  will  be  decorated  in  the  Ukrainian 
National Colours as a tribute to their incredible courage and resilience and 
there is no doubt this will be an event not to miss.

The “Kalyna” Choir will be led by Olena Batovska and the children’s group 
of  the  choir  led  by  Lala  Smaglova.  The  accordion  will  be  played  by 
Volodymyr Vasylenko accompanied on the cello by Margaryta Dorosh. The 
concert is on  Thursday 20th April  starting at 12.30 pm at St. Cross, and 
will last approximately one hour. There will be a retiring collection and all 
the proceeds will be given to Ukrainian good causes in Ukraine and locally.

Free  entrance  on  the  door,  subject  to  availability.  On  the  following 
Thursday  27th  April  at  12.30  pm  the  “Perfect  Pitch”  weekly  series  of 
Lunchtime Concerts begins and will continue until 26th October.
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Wesley Evening
at Trinity Church Totton

A date for your diary: The Hymns and Words of John and Charles Wesley: 
“O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise”. At 7 pm 
on  Friday 2nd June  at  Trinity  Church,  Totton SO40 8WU.  Organist:  Mr 
Graham Wigmore. Tea, coffee, cake. Retiring collection with proceeds to: 
The Disasters Emergency Committee Turkey/Syria Earthquake Appeal.

Methodist Women in Britain – Easter Offering
Joyce Powell (Church Rep. to the Circuit MWiB team) 01962 714 482

Following on from my article last month here are a few more details about 
the Circuit Dedication Service which, for our Circuit, will  be at  Romsey 
Methodist Church at 6.30 pm on Sunday 14th May. Everyone welcome.

“No borders to God’s love” is the title for the Service. The theme focuses 
on welcome and hospitality, especially in the reception given to those who 
have become displaced and are forced to migrate. There will be stories of 
real people who have experienced the challenge and of those who work to 
welcome and support them as they begin a new life in a very different 
land. We will be encouraged to reflect on how we respond to foreigners 
living among us. We will learn what Cities of Sanctuary are. The first one 
was in Sheffield, the initiative of Methodist Minister Rev Indejit Bhogal.  
Prayers will be offered for those involved and for ourselves as each and 
everyone of us needs safety, security, respect and love.

The Service includes the dedication of the monies collected in Methodist 
Churches across Britain in the Easter Offering envelopes in the next few 
weeks. All of this goes to the World Mission Fund of the Methodist Church 
in Britain, supporting and working with over 100 Partner Churches and 
organisations around the world. As I have said before, Hilary Evans from 
Romsey  Methodist  Church  (as  a  past  President  of  MWiB)  wrote  this 
service and so it is appropriate that our Circuit Dedication Service will be 
held there. If you would like a lift from Chandler’s Ford to Romsey let me 
know. We will have a couple of spare seats in our car.
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Women’s Fellowship
Penny Criswick

28/2 Our speaker today was the irrepressible Matthew 
Feldwick, representing  the  volunteers  of  the  Twyford 

Waterworks  Trust.  And  what  he  doesn’t  know  about  the  Twyford 
Waterworks,  clearly  isn’t  worth  knowing!  It’s  a  fascinating  story  of  a 
concern which always went for the cutting edge of technology and has 
seen a range of different technologies, some of which worked better than 
others.  The  site  now  not  only  opens  monthly  as  a  visitor  attraction  – 
complete  with  beautifully  maintained  Edwardian  machinery,  historical 
artefacts, wildlife trail and working industrial narrow-gauge railway. But it 
still supplies water to be used by Southern Water.

And to top it all off, there’s a cafe which boasts homemade cakes. I wonder 
if  the  cakes  are  baked  by  the  wives  and  girlfriends  of  the  team  of 
volunteers who keep this place looking and working so well? If they are all 
as  enthusiastic  as  Matthew,  they  would  need  something  to  occupy 
themselves  whilst  their  other  halves  are  busy  helping  Matthew  –  for 
whom it’s clearly not so much a hobby as a way of life.

7/3 There was a whiff of drama at the start of our meeting today, as a 
young man had been taken ill at the top of the steps leading down to the 
Church. Our enviable senior management team, AKA Barbara, Margaret 
and  Sue  glided  into  a  smooth  and  seamless  response!  They  instantly 
formed a tag team, ensuring that the young man was not left unattended 
waiting  for  the  ambulance  to  arrive,  and  also  that  our  meeting  could 
proceed on time and with the usual decorum. Barbara even ensured that 
our  prayers  went  with  him  as  he  was  whisked  away  to  the  General 
hospital. 

This was the backdrop to Margaret Picket’s talk on “Friendship”. Margaret 
is the stalwart veteran speaker of some 21 previous meetings with us, and 
never fails to engage and uplift on a subject dear to all our hearts. For as 
Barbara pointed out, friendship is at the heart of our Women’s Fellowship.
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14/3 Today we had two ladies from MWiB (Methodist Women in Britain) 
who  came to  tell  us  about  their  charity  of  the  year:  Partnership  with 
Romanian Orphanages.

But first we had an update and some lovely photographs of a previous 
project – a lifeboat for Fiji. This project had taken three years to complete 
due to the Pandemic. It was heartening to see the final result of what the 
MWiB had achieved in the shape of the lovely white boat, which leads a  
double life – part helping women learn to fish for subsistence and, for it’s 
next  trick,  evacuating villagers  to  higher  ground in  case  of  the  serious 
flooding which occurs all too often these days.

Then  we  were  on  to  hearing  about  a  remarkable  couple,  Ligua  and 
Cristian,  who  run  an  orphanage  in  Romania  –  as  well  as  supporting 
another one. We saw photographs of a series of lovely young people – 
often siblings,  many  of  whom had been abandoned at  birth.  All  were 
looking well and happy because of the love and dedication of this couple. 
There is little help or funding from the state, and so they rely hugely on 
charities such as MWiB for support. It doesn’t take much imagination to 
realise what an act of faith their lives are. Despite having three children of 
their own, they somehow manage to extend their care to their orphans 
beyond the age of  18 so that they can find the scarce jobs which will  
secure their future wellbeing and independence. This is a truly worthwhile 
cause to support and we all heartily endorsed MWiB receiving double our 
usual fee for speakers.

21/3 Peggy Marten is a native of Chandler’s Ford and a lifelong member of 
St. Boniface Church, where she sings in the choir. She is well-known for her 
contribution to Girl Guiding, and a few years ago she was awarded the 
MBE for her voluntary work at Winchester Prison. Peggy is a great fan of 
Pam Ayres  and shared with  us  a  selection of  Pam’s  poems.  We heard 
about looking after our teeth, keeping our figures, packing for a holiday 
and  the  highlight  was  a  prose  piece  about  a  childhood  holiday  in  a 
caravan.  The  description  of  the  visit  to  the  beach  was  hilarious  with 
detailed descriptions of the bathing fashions of the day. Thank you, Peggy, 
for a really entertaining afternoon.

12



We meet on Tuesday afternoons at 2.30 pm in the Dovetail Centre:

18th April Ken Richardson – Citizens Advice
25th April Roger Clark – “Finding Lisa” Journey to Tonga
2nd May Rev Peter Rayson

Who Let The Dads Out
Tony Hill

On  Saturday 22nd April from 9.30 am – 11.30 am in the 
Church Hall. For babies to infant school age.

 Give mum a break

 Perfect for single dads, grandads, male carers too

 Lots of toys to play with the kids

 Meet other dads

 Newspapers

 Bacon Baps and other refreshments.

The Coffee Room
Kevin Green

At the Dovetail Centre
You can find shelter – 

The sound of friendly chatter
On each engaging matter – 

In the best of company.
Our Coffee Room

Dispels all gloom,
With a sense of commuinity.
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